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SENATE BI LL 5720

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By Senators Hewitt, Hobbs, Brandl and, and Shin

Read first tinme 01/29/09. Referred to Commttee on H gher Education &
Wor kf or ce Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to tuition waivers for stepchildren of veterans and
nati onal guard nenbers; and reenacting and anmendi ng RCW28B. 15. 621.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B.15.621 and 2008 ¢ 188 s 1 and 2008 ¢ 6 s 501 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that active mlitary and naval veterans,
reserve mlitary and naval veterans, and national guard nenbers called
to active duty have served their country and have risked their lives to
defend the lives of all Anericans and the freedons that define and
di stingui sh our nation. The legislature intends to honor active
mlitary and naval veterans, reserve mlitary and naval veterans, and
nati onal guard nenbers who have served on active mlitary or naval duty
for the public service they have provided to this country.

(2) Subject to the Iimtations in RCW 28B. 15.910, the governing
boards of the state wuniversities, the regional wuniversities, The
Evergreen State Col |l ege, and the community coll eges, may waive all or
a portion of tuition and fees for an eligible veteran or national guard
menber .

(3) The governing boards of the state universities, the regional
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uni versities, The Evergreen State College, and the comunity coll eges,
may wai ve all or a portion of tuition and fees for a mlitary or naval
veteran who is a Washington domciliary, but who did not serve on
foreign soil or in international waters or in another location in
support of those serving on foreign soil or in international waters and
who does not qualify as an eligible veteran or national guard nenber
under subsection (8) of this section. However, there shall be no state
general fund support for waivers granted under this subsection.

(4) Subject to the conditions in subsection (5) of this section and
the limtations in RCW28B.15.910, the governing boards of the state
universities, the regional universities, The Evergreen State Coll ege,
and the community colleges, shall waive all tuition and fees for the
fol |l ow ng persons:

(a) A child and the spouse or the donestic partner or survivVving
spouse or surviving donestic partner of an eligible veteran or nati onal
guard nenber who becane totally disabled((-—as—definred—in—REW
28B15-385,)) as a result of serving in active federal mlitary or
naval service, or who is determ ned by the federal governnent to be a
pri soner of war or mssing in action; and

(b) A child and the surviving spouse or surviving donestic partner
of an eligible veteran or national guard nenber who |ost his or her
life as a result of serving in active federal mlitary or naval
servi ce.

(5) The conditions in this subsection (5) apply to waivers under
subsection (4) of this section.

(a) A child nmust be a Washington domciliary between the age of
seventeen and twenty-six to be eligible for the tuition waiver. A
child s marital status does not affect eligibility.

(b) (i) A surviving spouse or surviving donmestic partner nust be a
Washi ngton domciliary.

(ii1) Except as provided in (b)(iii) of this subsection, a surviving
spouse or surviving donestic partner has ten years fromthe date of the
death, total disability, or federal determ nation of prisoner of war or
mssing in action status of the eligible veteran or national guard
menber to receive benefits under the waiver. Upon remarriage or
registration in a subsequent donestic partnership, the surviving spouse
or surviving donestic partner is ineligible for the waiver of all
tuition and fees.
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(tit) If a death results from total disability, the surviving
spouse has ten years from the date of death in which to receive
benefits under the waiver.

(c) Each recipient's continued participation is subject to the
school's satisfactory progress policy.

(d) Tuition waivers for graduate students are not required for
those who qualify wunder subsection (4) of this section but are
encour aged.

(e) Recipients who receive a waiver under subsection (4) of this
section nmay attend full-tinme or part-tinme. Total credits earned using
the waiver may not exceed two hundred quarter credits, or the
equi val ent of senester credits.

(6) Required waivers of all tuition and fees under subsection (4)
of this section shall not affect perm ssive waivers of tuition and fees
under subsection (3) of this section.

(7) Private vocational schools and private higher education
institutions are encouraged to provide waivers consistent with the
terms in subsections (2) through (5) of this section.

(8) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section.

(a) "Child" neans a biological child, adopted child, or stepchild.

(b) "Eligible veteran or national guard nenber" neans a WAshi ngt on
domciliary who was an active or reserve nenber of the United States
mlitary or naval forces, or a national guard nenber called to active
duty, who served in active federal service, under either Title 10 or
Title 32 of the United States Code, in a war or conflict fought on
foreign soil or in international waters or in another location in
support of those serving on foreign soil or in international waters,
and if discharged from service, has received an honorabl e di scharge.

((b)y)) (c) "Totally disabled" nmeans a person who has been
determ ned to be one hundred percent disabled by the federal departnent
of veterans affairs.

((e))) (d) "Washington domciliary" neans a person whose true
fixed, and permanent house and place of habitation is the state of
Washi ngton. "Washington dom ciliary" includes a person who is residing
in rental housing or residing in base housing. In ascertaining whether
a child or surviving spouse or surviving donmestic partner is domciled
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in the state of Washington, public institutions of higher education
shall, to the fullest extent possible, rely upon the standards provided
in RCW28B. 15. 013.

(9) As used in subsection (4) of this section, "fees" includes al
assessnments for costs incurred as a condition to a student's full
participation in coursework and related activities at an institution of
hi gher educati on.

(10) The governing boards of the state universities, the regional
universities, The Evergreen State College, and the conmmunity coll eges
shall report to the higher education commttees of the |egislature by
Novenber 15, 2010, and every two years thereafter, regardi ng the status
of inplenentation of the waivers under subsection (4) of this section.
The reports shall include the follow ng data and i nformati on:

(a) Total nunber of waivers;

(b) Total anmpunt of tuition waived;

(c) Total anmpunt of fees waived;

(d) Average anobunt of tuition and fees wai ved per recipient;

(e) Recipient denographic data that is disaggregated by distinct
ethnic categories within racial subgroups; and

(f) Recipient incone |level, to the extent possible.

Passed by the Senate April 20, 2009.

Passed by the House April 1, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 30, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 1, 2009.
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